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The little panda was wet and scared, but alive. Nikolai carried her inside

and made her warm and dry. Then he laid her in her mother’s arms.
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. ‘ “ f ;:g . ”*""MMWH‘“@""‘B

et R g gy o TP R W W“"W" v T =a"
“E.g o g A _ et - .




. A

The next morning the sun was warm, birds
sang, and all was well with the world. The
panda’s leg was healing nicely, and she

thanked Nikolai for saving her and her baby
from the storm. f
At that moment, Sonya, Gogol, and Pushkin

arrived to make sure eyeryone was all right:
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Nikolai felt great peace within himself. He had wonderful
friends. And he had saved the panda and her child. But he
also felt disappointed. He still had not found the answers to

his three questions. So-he asked Leo one more time.
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The old turtle looked at the boy.
“But your questions have been answered!” he said.
“They have?” asked the boy.
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“Yesterday, «iftiou"ﬁé@”’hot stayed to help me dig my garden, you wouldn’t
have heard the par}:dﬁa’s cries for help in the storm. Therefore, the most
important time was the time you spent digging the garden. The most
important one at that moment was me, and the most important thin‘g'to ;do
was to help me with my garden. *‘

“Later, when you found the injured panda, the most important time was.

:the time you spent mending her leg and saving her child. The most
' . important ones were the panda and her baby. And the most important thing

to do was to.take care of them and make them safe. o T S M
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“Remember then that there is only one important tirfie, and.thatitime is now.
.The most, nnportant one is always the one'you are with. And the most important’

thing is o ‘do good for the 6fie:who is standing at your side; For thése, my: dear
. boy, are the answers to what i§ dst important in this world.
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“This is why we are here.”
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